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Johannes Larsen: Eider ducks. 1924. Hanging in Christiansborg, home
to the Danish Parliament

The clear light attracts painters
Just as in Skagen - the northern tip of Denmark which is famous
for its artists - Fyns Hoved has sea on every side, which gives a
very special light. In the 1870’s, Th. Philipsen came here to paint
and since then many artists have been attracted by the spot.
20 km
Johannes Larsen and Fritz Syberg stayed here with their families
and friends around the turn of the previous century.

The Germans occupied Fyns Hoved
In 1942 German troops constructed a radar station and various huts on Fyns Hoved. Anti-aircraft guns were placed around
the station. An observation post was built on the coast at
Baesbanke. The old road north of Jøvet was unsuitable for the
transport of the heavy equipment, so the Germans conscripted
Danish workers to build the road running south and west of
Jøvet. It is this road that today gives access to Fyns Hoved.
Towards the end of the Second World War, four 150mm guns were
set up on Fyns Hoved. The guns had a range of up to 22km. The
photo shows one of the big guns which can now be seen at the
Langelandsfort Museum. Note the open landscape.
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The promontory of Fyns Hoved (literally: “Funen’s Head”) and the
hill known as Jøvet are situated at the northernmost tip of the
9
Hindsholm peninsula.
From here, on a clear day, you can see
Zealand, Jutland, the wind farms at Samsø and Tunø, and the
north coast of Funen with the island of Æbelø. The area is rich in
Svendborg
birdlife and is home to several rare plants.
Fyns Hoved is one of the most popular places the residents of
Tåsinge
Funen choose for an outing.
Tourism started at the beginning of the 20th century with the
Rudkøbing
“Tøjhotel”
(Cloth Hotel), where refreshments were served in a tent.
Ærøskøbing
Later on the “Blik-hotel” (TinLangeland
Hotel) appeared, with dancing and
funÆrø
on a Saturday
night.
The
“Jæger-hotel” (Hunters’ Hotel) was
Marstal
built in 1925. The hotel has now been converted into holiday flats.
The whole of Fyns Hoved is protected, and is owned partly by
private persons and partly by the Danish Nature Agency, who
cooperate in managing the natural areas. The Nature Agency
and the municipality of Kerteminde are responsible for the
facilities in the area and ensure that there is access for the public
and that the natural areas remain unspoiled.

Natura 2000 is an ecological network of
protected natural areas throughout the
EU. The network consists of areas that
have been appointed bird protection
areas and habitats for plants and animals.
Read more on Natura 2000’s Danish
website: www.naturstyrelsen.dk/Naturbeskyttelse/Natura 2000

Miljøministeriet
Naturstyrelsen
www.naturstyrelsen.dk

LIFE is the EU’s programme to support
environmental and nature conservation
projects. Among other things, LIFE-Nature
supports projects which contribute to the
establishment of the European network of
protected natural areas, Natura 2000.
Read more on: http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/life/
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Fyns Hoved common land for 400 years
Fyns Hoved forms part of the district of the village of Nordskov.
The village’s lands - including Fyns Hoved - formerly belonged
to the Scheelenborg estate. In the thirteenth century the estate
belonged to the outlaw Marsk Stig. The name Røverdalen
(Robbers’ Valley) on Fyns Hoved is supposed to refer to Marsk
Stig and his men who were in hiding out here.
The name Nordskov (North Wood) testifies that the village
sprung up where a wood had been cleared. This took place in
the fifteenth century. Fyns Hoved was not cultivated but was
used as common pasture for grazing.
In 1810 the farmers and smallholders in Nordskov decided to
divide the common grasslands between themselves. Stones
from the fields along the dividing lines were placed, so that the
boundary walls are a very visible feature of the landscape.

Working together for the grasslands

Fyns Hoved
and Jøvet

On Fyns Hoved and Jøvet, the landowners are co-operating with
the Danish Nature Agency to protect and extend the grasslands.
Thanks to an EU LIFE project improvements have been made
for amphibians, grasslands and the public. The aim is to protect
the habitats of the many unusual plants and animals, so that the
grasslands’ biological diversity can be preserved.
To keep the grasslands open, we sometimes have to remove
thickets and trees. We also erect fences to keep the cattle on the
grasslands - their grazing is essential.

Help the birds

Røverdalen

Look and listen

Eider, oystercatcher and ringed plover are some of the birds
that breed on Tornen. It is therefore not allowed to wade
across in the period 1st April – 15th July.
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Camping

There is access on foot to all public areas
and beaches 24 hours a day.
If you are cycling, you may ride on the roads and paths.
It is permitted to walk and cycle on roads and paths
in the open countryside.
Be careful of sheep and cattle.
Keep a good distance (25 meters).

Pugesø

Stairs

Korshavn

Korsøre

With a dog
Fællesstrand
Your dog
is welcome in the area but must always be kept on a lead.
Your dog may run loose on the beach from 1st October to
31st March, but you must be able to control it.

Harbour

The skylark benefits from the insect
life on the unsprayed grassland.
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Look-out point
Shelter

7 Coastal meadows, where plants grow right out in the water
8 Impressive beach ridge built by the sea - stones and waves on
		 the outside and calm, muddy water on the inside

Jøvet 5 Typical recurved spits

6 Many waders and waterbirds,
		 as the shallow waters are a rich larder

Camping

9 Bird migration in spring, when thousands of birds fly northwards
		 over this point
10 Korshavn is a perfect natural harbour. The recurved spit gives
		 shelter for boats and has been used as a harbour ever since the
		 viking period.

Butterflies and reptiles
The dry and relatively warm climate in the Fyns Hoved area
provides good living conditions for reptiles, butterflies and many
insects, such as ground-nesting bees, that are host bees for the
rare short-necked oil beetle.
The Granville fritillary butterfly can with luck be observed in
large numbers on Fyns Hoved in June. The caterpillar’s most
important food plant is ribwort plantain.
Viper, grass snake and lizard often lie sunbathing on the paths,
but disappear at the slightest disturbance. Great crested newt is
one of the species that breed in the ponds.

Look out for the small whales
There is a large population of porpoise around Fyns Hoved. In
calm weather one can often see the small whales’ dorsal fins
breaking through the surface of the sea when they come up to
breathe.
On Jøvet there is a shelter with room for 5-6 people.
The shelter looks out over the Fællesstrand lagoon.
You can book the shelter on www.naturstyrelsen.dk under
“Naturoplevelser”. You are welcome to stay the night if the
shelter is empty.

Recommended walking tour

500 m

Granville fritillary

Adventure for everyone

Field boundary

Lighthouse

2 Good chances for hearing natterjack toad May-June
4 Old overgrown coastal cliff. Passerines are often seen here.

Enghaven

Wading forbidden 1/4- 15/7

1 Bare cliffs with many boulders
3 Beach ridges with many plants

Stairs

Key

Horseklint

Never walk between a cow and its calf.

The varied landscape with islands,Key
islets, shallow water and the
expanse of the Kattegat sea means that birds can be seen here at
Public Private
all seasons.
Wood
In winter it is especially seabirds such as red-breasted merganser,
common scoter, goldeneye, razorbill and smallMeadow/grassland
flocks of eider that
Nature reserve
can be spotted off the coast.
no admittance
In the early spring many passerines and raptors
1/4 start
- 15/7 migrating
north over Fyns Hoved, which is the northernmost
on 1/4- 15/7
Wadingpoint
forbidden
Funen, and thus a landmark for the birds. Early in the morning,
Field boundary
especially after mist and easterly winds, the bushes are teeming
Recommended
with passerines waiting to fly off in the daylight.
Take your walking
binocu-tour
Look-out point
lars and go spotting!
Migrating raptors such as buzzards, rough-legged
Shelterbuzzards,
sparrowhawks and marsh harriers can best be seen from the cliff
at Horseklint, usually a little later on in the morning.
In summer, birds such as skylark, northern wheatear, red-backed
shrike, cuckoo and whitethroat breed on Fyns Hoved.
Listen to all the bird song; it stops once the birds have young.
Due to the breeding birds there is no access to the Tornen spit
from 1st April to 15th July.
For a large part of the year staging waders such as redshank,
oystercatcher and curlew can be seen in the shallow waters in the
Fællesstrand lagoon.

Hear the natterjack
toad croaking!
The male toads croak very loudly to attract the females.
On Fyns Hoved there is a good chance of hearing natterjack toads on mild evenings in May and June. The toads
gather in small ponds or water-filled depressions.
Some of the ponds that had become overgrown have
now been cleared, as open ponds give better living
conditions for the toads.

View from the shelter at Jøvet

